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they must work. Their means of livelihood through
the centuries had been gained at the expense of
others. Caravans were raided and merchants were
required to pay tribute.
With the gains so easily obtained the tribesmen
would revert to their hills for feasting and high revel
" This must cease," said Reza Shah, and it has
ceased. Migration and depredation is no more, for
the army which Reza Shah raised by compulsory
military service saw that his orders were carried out.
Raiding tribesmen were apportioned land and in-
formed that they were expected to till it. Reluctantly,
they took to the plough. He built schools, and
made the tribesmen dispatch their children thither.
Gradually, illiteracy is disappearing, and with the
growth of education there is coming an increasing
sense of national discipline.
Reza Shah, as I have indicated, took the long
view, and as it has proved, the right view. When
he first assumed power it was said of him that he
was devoting every resource of the country to military
endeavour, and that every service, both moral and
material, had to bow before the claims of the force
which he was evolving. There was considerable
truth in that assertion, for Reza Shah's first con-
sideration was national security and internal peace.
The army was in effect an armed police force,
and in those early days of financial chaos it required
every penny which the Treasury could produce to
give it force and mobility. Unquestionably, Reza
Shah staked all on his army and his police, and
admittedly Jae neglected every other service. He